HOOK HE I'/Ell'S. 


354 

it in alcohol instead of Muller’s fluid, and would be surprised to 
learn that alcohol would unfit it lor microscopical examination ” 

After reviewing Krichsen on spinal concussion, and Page on 
injuries of spine and spinal cord, our author sums up recent discus¬ 
sions on spinal concussion, in which the most noted neurologists of 
the present epoch are cited, as Leyden, Westphal, Krb, Oppenheim, 
Spitzka, Putnam, Dana, Hammond, Seguin, Bramwell, Knapp, and 
others. This is followed by a chapter on Oppenheim's important 
work on “Traumatic Neuroses.” 

The chapter on the spinal column contains a summary of our 
latest knowledge of the anatomy and physiology of the spinal cord, 
and is accompanied by numerous plain and colored diagrams of 
great use in the study of this part of the body. It also contains 
many aphorisms of the highest importance pertaining to the pathol¬ 
ogy of the cord and of its membranes. 

'Phe most practical part of the work resides in the four excellent 
ehapteis on the symptoms of Erichsen’s disease (spinal concussion), 
on diagnosis, on electro diagnosis, and on differential diagnosis. 
They are elaborated in a masterly manner, and are full of the most 
necessary data for the practitioner, be he specialist or not. 

The most peculiar feature of the book is found in the chapter 
called “ Pathology,” but which should more appropriately be termed 
“ Pathogeny,” since it seeks to explain the cause anil origin of the 
disease. Our author here develops the views, original with himself 
and “not heretofore advanced,” which impute to injuries of the 
spinal sympathetic nervous system the preponderating role in the 
production of the varied symptoms embraced under the head of 
spinal concussion. That the sympathetic nervous system reacts 
upon the cord through vaso-motor nerves is not to be doubted and 
it is easy to admit that functional disturbance of the cord could 
result from traumatism of certain parts of that system. We are 
quite prepared to accept most of the propositions he sets forth in 
this chapter, supported as they are by experiments and opinions of 
numerous authorities in neurology. 

A few directions concerning treatment and some excellent medico¬ 
legal considerations form the conclusion of this very recommendable 
treatise, of which the many good points cause us to overlook the 
fact that some of its phrases are not specimens of the most classical 
English. W. W. S. 
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SULPHONAL AND CHLORALAMID. 

Daniel R. Brower, M.D. (“Medical News," April 19, 
1890): “ The medical profession to-day is more fortunate 
than ever before in the number of sleep-producing remedies. 
Sulphonal is a comparatively recent remedy of great value. 
It does not interfere with the digestion, the circulation, or 
the heart's action, as chloral, the bromides, and opium 
frequently do. We have also the still more recent remedy 
chloralamid. It has some advantage over sulphonal in that 
it acts more rapidly, and when dissolved in wine has but 
little taste. Sulphonal, on the contrary, probably by reason 
of its great insolubility, often acts slowly, its effects being 
more manifest the next day than on the evening of its 
administration. You can often administer either of these 
remedies without the patient's knowledge, as they have but 
little taste." 



